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over to the church; and I shall never be brought to believe but God will open your eyes first or last: and, besides, my earnest desire to persuade you, and win you to embrace the true religion, will teach me to do it by all the tenderness and love that it is possible for me to show you; for to be unkind to you would be the way to drive you further off: but be it as it will, I can never abate my affection to you ; and, my dear, says he, with the most obliging, passionate air of concern that it was possible to show, I hope that to love you tenderly and violently is not the way to keep you at a distance from the church, but rather to draw you, to engage you, and let you see that peace, love, joy, charity, and all the virtues of a Christian, are to be found among us, and not that we are furies and tyrants, as we have been represented. And when he had said this, holding me still in his arms, he kissed me several times, and went on: My dear, says he, let God alone change your heart his own way; I'll never take any method but that of loving you sincerely and most passionately, while I live, and praying for you even after I am in heaven. While he said this I saw such an inexpressible tenderness in his countenance, and every word came from him with such passion, that I could not hold from tears ; but he had not done with me yet, for, while he held me in one arm, he put his other hand in his pocket, and taking out his pocket-book, he bid me open it, and there dropped out a loose paper, doubled pretty thick, which I took up, and went to put it in again: Take that paper, my dear, says he, and put it up; you shall have a pledge for the continuance of my affection to you, whether you change your opinion or no. I opened it, but could read very little of it, for I had but newly begun to learn Italian. What is it, my dear ? said I. It is, said he, an assignment
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